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Epiloque—The Garden Shines

The design of a perfect garden should not only display the owner’s
philosophies of life but should also embody beauty and ingenuity. If a
garden is created purely for practical reasons and is full of purpose-built
structures, it is at best an area crammed with buildings. In contrast, it was
to pass the time, to enjoy leisure and to realise one’s ideals that a Chinese
garden would be designed—with its stages, pavilions, corridors, storied
buildings, flower beds, railings, rockeries, brooks, ponds, stone bridges
and winding paths. Members of the literati could be invited to enjoy the
landscape. All these made up the drive behind the building of gardens.

I suppose Wei-yuan Lin must have felt the heavy political pressure and the
pains of abandoning his home and property. The name of the main building,
Dingjing Hall, is taken from 7he Great Learning, in which there is a couplet
that goes: ‘Having calmed down, one will be able to attain tranquillity;
having attained tranquillity, one will be able to deliberate over things’.
However, the advice on how to achieve tranquillity and to judge objectively
is only applicable when society sees general political and commercial ups
and downs. When a person is faced with unprecedented mortification
like the cession of territory and the loss of homeland, the advice from 7he
Great Learning could no longer comfort his disturbed mind. Wei-yuan Lin,
having lost all his previous glory, could only convalesce or nurse the wounds
in his heart on Gulangyu (Drum Wave Islet). That year he was 58, and he

passed away 10 years later.

The flying off of a yellow crane in the world of Chinese poetry represents
the waning of glory. It also symbolises the end of life. Seventeen years after
Taiwan was ceded, the Qing Dynasty, which had ruled China for 212 years,
also came to an end. Wei-yuan Lin’s son, Er-jia Lin, finished constructing
Shu-zhuang Garden 8 years after Wei-yuan Lin’s death. Compared with
other descendents of the Lin family, Er-jia Lin showed keener foresight

and earned himself a reputation that outlasted his worldly possessions;



that is, he created a garden and named it after himself. In Taiwan, Ti-
wu Wang also knew this principle. He engaged Pao-teh Han to design
the South Mansion and Garden for him. The manor is rumored to be
Wang’s cemetery with his home in afterlife, though. No other Taiwanese
billionaires, despite their sagacity and vast wealth, have ever understood the

importance of building a garden.

Look at the Lin Family Garden in Banciao. Even though its neighborhood
has been greatly transformed, it remains an elegant Chinese garden, an
eternal green space amidst thousands of concrete tower blocks. As time
passes, it is becoming clearer that only green trees and elegant gardens can
represent an affluent family and stay in people’s memory forever. Many
billionaires still do not understand; they have not thought about it; they
have not reached the stage of enlightenment. There are no gardens attached
to their houses. These magnates are short of neither money nor free time;
but without the most important dream and motive, they would never think
of possessing a garden of their own. They are always a step away from the

door of an elegant Chinese garden.

In addition, the existence of the Lin Family Garden in Banciao also shows
to the world that a garden, no matter how exclusive, how luxuriant or how
important it used to be, can be derelict one day; it can experience moments
of heartbreak that one cannot bear to recall. A garden in ruins is rarely
given a chance to rise again. This is more precious and worth cherishing
as the chance is less than 1/100 or even 1/1000. The Lin Family Garden
is one such garden. It had been damaged but was later rebuilt. By a stroke
of luck and a chance encounter with scholars and experts, the Garden
weathered the crisis and was able to open its doors to the world again.
We must thank people such as Pao-teh Han, Wen-xiong Hong, Zhu-jiu
Xia, Hsueh-chi Hsu, Yi-gong Ma and Yong-song Huang for their efforts.
When this beautiful garden was covered in dust, they strongly appealed
for its conservation because they saw the garden as a representative of the

Taiwanese cultural heritage.
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Wei-yuan Lin left a Lin Family Garden in Banciao, and his son Er-jia
Lin left a Shu-zhuang Garden in Xiamen. They were both outstanding
figures because they knew they should leave behind something special,
something that could be a landmark in the history of culture: at last they
chose gardens. Gardens are special in Taiwanese history. They are few
in number, and a well-preserved one is even amongst the rarest. In fact,
there are countless men of means in historical records. What would be
so special if they just left behind a temple, a bank, a hotel, or a traditional
Taiwanese house? Would anyone remember it? A garden is different. It is a
cultural icon stamped with features of its own time; it has greater historical
significance and is thus well worth preserving. A garden is analogous to
poetry in writing: it is not a didactic treatise, an advertisement, or an article
about practicality. A garden stands at the level of spirituality. The fame of
the Lin family in Banciao did not come from their old mansion, or their
new mansion in later days. They proved their extraordinary worth by their
garden. The spiritual value of a garden is not to be compared with any
normal house, any ancestral shrine, or any settlement. It collects and reflects
the cultural aura of its time. From this, intelligent architects should be able
to see what kind of works can be long-lasting and what has gone all the
way missing in cultural architecture. The Japanese Occupation ushered in
the era of public parks. With this, the era of private gardens came to an
end, or, at least, they have not been as important or unique ever since. The
Lin Family Garden in Banciao saw the demise of that era, and it is now

impossible for any other private gardens to hold such a special position.

The writing process of this book is in effect one that connects and collects
my thoughts on Chinese classical gardens and Chinese culture. I also
tried to draw a conclusion from my observations, and I saw an impending
tendency. When it comes to the influence on the world culture, China
will definitely beat Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore with its great
power and profound impact. Perhaps these three places, especially Taiwan,

have temporarily considered themselves preservers and advocates of the



Chinese culture when China was a secluded country. However, faced with
recent changes, they have to re-identify their own cultures. If Taiwan can
examine its past course with an open mind, it will find that even though it
is enveloped in the Chinese culture, it is still in the shadow of the Japanese
culture just as Hong Kong and Singapore are still in the shadow of the
British culture. This is what we call uniqueness. Let us not be oblivious
of or ignore this on purpose. At the same time, we should not forget
China’s cultural might and consider ourselves part of the mainstream of
the Chinese culture. On the way to a clear cultural identity, if we can see
alternatives and make adjustments, we will be able to see the formerly
inseparable and now ever encroaching Chinese culture with a more tolerant

and open attitude.

Nathaniel Hawthorne once said, T used to . . . stand in gratified by deep
contemplation over my vegetable progeny, with a love that nobody could
share nor conceive of, who had never taken part in the process of creation””
A manager in a public park cannot feel the continuous, ever-lasting

devotion and love one holds towards a private garden.

When I said goodbye to Professor LIN Pu, it was also time to say goodbye
to the Lin Family Garden. I looked back at the lintel of the Mansion in
Banciao, detoured round Wen-chang Street with its holiday bustle, and
saw, behind a tall wall, Lai-ching Hall— a hall that gives rise to fond
reveries. I could not help but think of the wife of young master “Gentleman”;
the ninth concubine and the third lady; Lu-yi Lin and A-ding Shen;
everything that had happened here in this garden. In the twilight at dusk, I
waved goodbye to all these.

71 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mosses from an Old Manse, Books for Libraries Press,
Freeport, New York, 1970, p.23.
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